
Mary Ann Kadooka, UH Institute for Astronomy 
James D. Armstrong, UH IfA Maui 
Mike Nassir, UH Physics/Astronomy 





(2)  0.6 m DeKalb Telescope, 
Indiana, 5-6 hr time difference, 
owned by Donn Starkey 

(1)  2 m Faulkes Telescope 
North (FTN), Haleakala, 
Maui, owned by LCOGT 

(3) GRAS – Global Rent-a-Scope 
that Bill Dillon got for us has not 
been used. 





Motivation - access to 2 m 
Faulkes Telescope. 

Mentors & students are 
matched according to: 

1.  Research topic of 
interest. 

2.  Personalities. 

Lina Hang and Marco Micheli, 
Near Earth Asteroids 

Donn Starkey, DeKalb 

Dave Rupke Mike Nassir 





HI STAR Science Fairs Projects 
2007 – 3 projects in 2008 Fairs/3 students  

2008 – 6 projects in 2009 Fairs/10 students  

~40% (13 of  33 students) completed projects 

2009 – 63% (10/16) working on projects for 2010 Fair.



Best of  Category Award 
– Physics & Astronomy 

12 yr old Malia Swartz 
with IfA mentor Dr. Ilia 
Roussev from Bulgaria. 

Currently working on 
solar minima/pandemic 
correlation research. 



IfA graduate student mentor Nick 
Moskovitz received his PhD in May, 
and is now at Carnegie Institute of  
Science, Washington DC 

13 yr olds Gina Hyun and Kira Fox, SPARK and 
HI STAR participants who are working on Main 
Belt Comet recovery for MBC mission proposal. 

2009 Hawaii State Science Fair  -   
2nd place Junior Research Division   
Best of  Category Award for Physics 
and Astronomy 



Astronomer Mentors  

Dr. John Johnson, NASA 
Exoplanet Institute 

Dr. JD Armstrong, 
UH Maui IfA 

Awards: 

2009 Intel International Science and 
Engineering Fair – AAPT 3rd Award    

2009 Hawaii State Science Fair – 3rd  place 
Senior Research Division + Sigma Chi, HI 
Academy of  Science and other awards  



Projects on: 

Comets, Asteroids, Stars 

Extrasolar Planet, Nebula 

Galaxies, Sunspot Cycles 














